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“His Courage Was a Flag” 


By John Masefield 


Mr. Masefield, Poet Laureate of England, was 
in Los Angeles, on a world tour, when news of 
the King's death reached him. in his hotel room 
he wrote this sonnet, which went out at once by 
The Associated Press and was published in late 
morning editions of newspapers announcing the 
decth of the King. Mr. Masefield has given his 
personal permission to The Sunday School Times 
to publish this notable poem. s 


HIS man was King in England’s direst need : 
In the black-battled years when hope was gone 
His courage was a flag men rallied on ; 
His steadfast spirit shewed him King indeed. 
And when the war was ended, when the thought 
Of revolution took its hideous place, 
His courage and his kindness and his grace 
Scattered (or charmed) its ministers to naught. 
No King, of all our many, has been proved 
By time so savage to the thrones of Kings, 
Nor won more simple triumph over fate ; 
He was most royal among royal things, 
Most thoughtful for the meanest in his State, 
The best, the gentlest, and the most beloved. 


Safety- Conscious 


Indifference to danger does not protect 
us from danger. We may be much safer 
when we are conscious of danger than when 
we are not. Reckless people, who profess 
not to be afraid of anything, are a menace 
to themselves and to others. In a radio 
broadcast conducted by an Association for 
the Prevention of Accidents, the speaker 
said that the purpose of the Association 
was to make America safety-conscious. It 


_ else has. 


is a worthy objective, — America needs this 
sorely. The shocking number of avoidable 
accidents, resulting in maimed human lives 
and many deaths, is almost beyond com- 
prehension today. Many need to be awak- 
ened to a new safety-consciousness. And 
if this is true of indifference to physical 
danger, how much more of indifference to 
spiritual danger. Multitudes of people are 
keenly sensitive to the danger of physical 
injury yet stolidly indifferent to the danger 
of spiritual disaster or eternal death. Every 
true Christian church should be an asso- 
ciation for the purpose of making the com- 
munity and the world salvation-conscious. 
Salvation is only another form of the word 
safety. When men become salvation-con- 
scious, they are then good “prospects” for 
learning that there is only one way of 
safety, and that Way is Jesus Christ. The 
salvation-conscious soul needs to be told: 
“Neither is there salvation in any other: 
for there is none other name under heaven 
given among men, whereby we must be 
saved” (Acts 4:12). 


x 
Our Three C’s 


Christians are better off than other 
people — they have possessions that no one 
One is reminded of this when 
reading a comment on the year just past, 
by the financial editor of one of our large 


-& 


metropolitan dailies. He says the year 1935 
was, from a financial viewpoint, a complete 
reversal of the developments of 1934. The 
earlier year could be described by three 
D’s: Discouragement, Disappointment, and 
Distrust, whereas the year 1935 was marked 
by Confidence, Courage, and Common 
Sense. We may welcome these conditions 
so far as they have obtained in our coun- 
try, — but the Christian has something still 
better.. The Christian’s three C’s include 
the first two of the world in general, while 
the third is the unique possession of God’s 
people: Confidence, Courage, and Christ. 
Because we have God’s Son as our Saviour, 
Lord, and Life, we have confidence in- 
deed; and we have courage, for the Cap- 
tain of our salvation has never been de- 
feated; his grace is sufficient for us; “he 
is not a disappointment.” Our confidence 
in him is the secret and result of our faith; 
and he is “the author and finisher of our 
faith” (Heb. 12:2). The confidence and 
courage that Christ gives us are such that 
“we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, 
and I will not fear what man shall do unto 
me” (Heb. 13:6). Without Christ as 
Saviour and Lord, the most confident and 
courageous of human beings is doomed, 
sooner or later, to the three D’s of that 
dark year, Discouragement, Disappoint- 
ment, and Distrust. But if we have Christ, 
we have all things. “Cast not away there- 
fore your confidence, which hath great 
recompense of reward” (Heb. 10: 35). 
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The Christian King—" Lest We Forget” 


HE Prime Minister of Great Britain 
was speaking. His words were car- 
ried by the British Broadcasting 
Company throughout the vast reaches of 
the British Empire, and were re-broadcast 
in the United States of America. Unnum- 
bered miilions of sorrowing people were 
listening. 

“After he had served his own genera- 
tion by the will of God, he fell on sleep, 
and was laid unto his fathers.” 

Those were Stanley Baldwin’s opening 
words. He continued: “Those words 
kept recurring to me in the watches of 
last night, for if there was one thing that 
our King had done, it was to serve his 
own generation by the will of God.” Mr. 
Baldwin was quoting Paul’s word about 
David, and it was singularly appropriate 
to the Christian King George V, who has 
been called from his earthly reign into 
the presence of the King of kings. 


The Prime Minister’s address was a 
remarkable Christian message from begin- 
ning to end. Yet in this unusual aspect it 
was wholly in keeping and in sympathy 
with the Christian characteristics of the life 
and reign of the British Sovereign whom 
the whole world loved. In a world and gen- 
eration weakened and poisoned by unbelief, 
when national and international meetings 
have been characterized by a startling and 
studied absence, not only of any expres- 
sion of Christian faith, but even of any 
mention of God or his place or will in 
the affairs of this world, King George, 
and Prime Minister Baldwin, and others 
of the British Empire have stood as shin- 
ing lights of Christian faith. 

It was good to hear the man who car- 
ries the greatest responsibility for the 
British Empire, next to the King, speak 
over and over again of God. He told how 
the King had “labored night and day in 








66 * 


that high station to which God had called 
him.” He spoke of the “incomparable and 
all-inspiring inheritance” of the young King 
Edward, to whom the throne has now 
come; and, Mr. Baldwin said in the last 
words of his memorable address: “He 
[the young King] knows that he commands 
not only allegiance; he knows that the 
understanding, the affection, and _ the 
prayers of the countless multitudes of his 
subjects are with him at this hour. May 
God guide him aright, and God- Save the 
King!” 

Surely God would have the death of the 
greatest Christian ruler of our generation 
come as a special call, not only to Chris- 
tian peopie everywhere, but also to rulers 
entrusted with the leadership of nations 
throughout the world, to recognize afresh 
the place that God longs to have in the 
hearts of the peoples and of Kings, Presi- 
dents, Dictators, while it is yet day. King 
George set an example, maintaining it 
steadfastly during the twenty-five years 
of his reign, that has been a blessing to 
Britain and the world. While no ruler 
has. been more truly royal than he, yet he 
combined with his divinely-given sov- 
ereignty a simplicity, a true gentleness, a 
love for his family and his people, and a 
quiet Christian faith, rarely seen today 
among heads of governments. And this 
was during such a testing time as no other 
ruler in history has ever had. John Mase- 
field, England’s Poet Laureate, whose beau- 
tiful sonnet-tribute to the King is published 
in this issue of THe Sunpay ScHOOL 
Times by the. poet’s personal permission, 
says truly: 

No King, of all our many, has been proved 

By time so savage to the thrones of Kings. 


As Thrones Have Fallen 


How true this is will be realized as we 
recall that, in 1912, two years after King 
George began his reign, there were forty- 
one royal dynasties and thrones; seven 
years later twenty-four of these thrones, 
including the three greatest land Empires 
in the world, had collapsed and vanished, 
leaving only seventeen. Since then one 
more has gone. What a tribute to the 
Christian faith and character of King 
George that his, the greatest Empire of 
them all, has stood. As Stanley Baldwin 
said, the King was “one who has borne 
the responsibilities of his position during 
perhaps the most difficult quarter of a cen- 
tury in which a Monarch has ever sat 
on a throne. There was no respite for 
him during those twenty-five years.” But 
Kipling’s “Recessional” gives the secret: 

The tumult and the shouting dies; 

The captains and the kings depart; 


Still stands Thine ancient sacrifice, 
An humble and a contrite heart. 


It is a striking fact that the Tercentenary 
of the King James or Authorized Version 
of the Bible should have occurred in the 
year of the Coronation of King George, 
1911. One of the earliest acts of the newly 

_ crowned King was to receive at Bucking- 
ham Palace a deputation in connection with 
this Tercentenary, and to accept a richly 
bound copy of the English Bible. The 
King said, on that memorable occasion: 
“In a secular aspect the English Bible is 
the first of national treasures, and in its 

spiritual significance the most valuable 
thing that this world affords.” 
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One is reminded of a fact that has often 
been published, the life-long habit of King 
George in his personal Bible reading. At 
the time of the Tercentenary, Francis 
Brading, of The Scripture Gift Mission, 
wrote to the King to ask whether the 
statement was authoritative that he read 
the Bible daiiy, in the keeping of a prom- 
ise he had made to his mother, Queen 
Alexandra. Lord Knollys replied that the 
question had been submitted to the King 
and the answer was as follows: “It is 
quite true that he promised Queen Alex- 
andra as long ago as 1881 that he would 
read a chapter of the Bible daily, and that 
he has ever since adhered to this promise.” 


The Bible Daily for 54 Years 


Twenty-five years later, at the time of 
the Silver Jubilee in 1935, the King gave 
his permission for the republishing of the 
earlier letter, and this was communicated 
to H. H. Martin, of the Lord’s Day Ob- 
servance Society in a letter from Sandring- 
ham ‘dated January 21, 1935. We know 
that for fifty-four years, therefore, the 
King had followed faithfully his boyhood 
promise of reading a Bible chapter every 
day, and we cannot doubt that this con- 
tinued to the time of his last brief illness. 

On the last two Christmas Days of his 
life King George spoke, by international 
broadcast, to the uttermost parts not only 
of the British Empire but of the whole 
world. His Christmas message in 10934 
spoke of the hallowed memories of the 
Day, as “the festival of a family,’ and ex- 
pressed the hope that all members of the 
Empire, in whatever part of the world they 
might be, would remember that they “are 
bound to me and to one another by the 
spirit of one great family.” He concluded 
his message with words from Paul’s 
prayer in Ephesians 3: “I commend you 
to the Father of whom every family on 
earth is named. God bless you all.” 

On the Christmas Day of only a few 
weeks ago there was a note of personal 
humility and Christian faith that was very 
beautiful. He expressed his gratitude for 
the “spontaneous offering of loyalty and, 
may I say, of love which the Queen and 
I can never forget,” poured out during the 
Jubilee Year, the twenty-fifth of his reign. 
Then he said: “‘How could I fail to note, 
in all the rejoicing, not merely respect for 
the Throne, but a warm and generous re- 
membrance of the man himself who— 
God help him—has been placed upon it?” 

Here again was that expression of con- 
scious dependence upon God which char- 
acterized David and Solomon and many 
other Kings of Bible times, as well as 
Kings and rulers in the history of Great 
Britain and America, but which is fast 
disappearing from the public utterances of 
rulers today, 

The late Bishop Moule (Handley C. G. 
Moule) of Durham Cathedral, England, 
wrote his personal recollections, for his 
friends, of the Coronation of King George 
and Queen Mary; and the brochure, of 
which Bishop Moule gave a personal copy 
to Mr. Trumbull, is a wondrously beau- 
tiful picture, not only of the impressive 
official occasion but also of the character 
of the King. The Coronation ceremony is 
rich with Christian significance and sym- 
bolism, as Bishop Moule showed.- He 
wrote: 
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“It seemed natural and in the way of 
business to walk slowly forward, keeping 
step with the King, dimly aware of multi- 
tudinous surroundings, but greatly aware 
of him. . . . Above and everywhere one 
felt the multitudes. But the absorbing con- 
sciousness (was it a parable of greater 
things?) was the immediate proximity of 
the King.” 

How central and vital is the Word of 
God in the responsibilities of the British 
Throne is seen from the following: 

“Next in order came an incident of the 
Ceremony comparatively modern (1689) 
but of profound import in its simple dig- 
nity. The Holy Bible, lying massive on 
its cushion, was held before the King for 
his acceptance, with those few weighty 
words: Our Gracious King, we present 
you with this Book, the most valuable 
thing that this world affords. Here is 
wisdom; this is the Royal Law; these are 
the lively oracles of God.” 

As the Empire and the world are think- 
ing with gratitude of the great work of 
the King who has now been taken, they 
are thinking also of his son, no longer 
the Prince of Wales but his royal father’s 
successor as Britain’s Monarch, titular 
ruler of one-quarter of the world, King 
Edward VIII. As Prime Minister Bald- 
win said: “We think of the son who 
succeeds to the throne and upon whom has 
now fallen one of the heaviest burdens that 
can rest upon the shoulders of fallible and 
mortal man. . . . The young King knows 
the confidence we all repose in him.” 


Father and Son 


Bishop Moule described a _touchingly 
beautiful incident of the Coronation of 1911. 
One after another, leading dignitaries had 
brought their homage to the King, speak- 
ing the solemn promise of fidelity. “And 
then, before all other acts of homage, there 
came forward from his chair in the tran- 
sept, grave, earnest, almost .anxious of 
look, a model of pure, true boyhood, the . 
Prince of Wales. All the while the An- 
them, Rejoice in the Lord, was resounding, 
but I, where I stood, could hear every word 
of the oath as he read it on his knees be- 
fore his father — that most moving promise 
to be your liege man of life and limb, and 
of earthly worship; and faith and truth I 
will bear unto you, to live and die, against 
all manner of folks. So help me God. The 
Prince duly touched his father’s crown and 
kissed his cheek; and then (we who had 
seen what happened in 1902, so utterly un- 
rehearsed, knew what must follow) the 
King drew him close and kissed him twice 
over—a father’s kiss, no merely feudal 
greeting; and the boy kissed the father’s 
hand, and went his way. It was a momen- 
tary scene, but beyond words beautiful.” 

Some months ago an English magazine, 
The Dawn, recorded the fearful advance 
of blasphemy among the nations, and the 
ominous signs of apostasy, and then the 
editor said: ‘Nevertheless, Great Britain 
probably is safe as long as King George 
and Queen Mary are upon the throne.” 
Let us pray that young King Edward, born 
of and brought up by such a Christian 
father and mother, shall take deep into his 
heart their teaching and testimony and ex- 
ample, and show to his people and the 
world that Britain is still blest by a Chris- 
tian King. 
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When Billy Sunday Turned a University Upside Down 


As students and athletes, who knew the cinder path, the 
diamond, and the gridiron, hit the sawdust trail 


By William H. Ridgway 














we came to get Billy Sunday to 

the University of Pennsylvania 
and thereby turn the great institution in- 
side out?” asked Dr. Edgar Fahs Smith, 
the Provost. No, I never had. 

The Provost of the University of Penn- 
sylvania is the man who “runs” the great 
college, while the President of the Uni- 
versity is the man who uses his energy and 
influence in raising the necessary funds 
for expansion and other purposes. . The 
Provost is the man who comes in personal 
contact with the students. 

Dr. Smith, not now living, was one of 
the most remarkable and beloved educators 
of his day and generation. When a stu- 
dent once came in personal contact with 
him Dr. Smith remembered him by name 
forever. 


The Provost’s Remarkable Memory 


He came to Coatesville on the occasion 
of which I am about to tell and he met 
one of his students of twelve years before, 
who was now a chemist in one of our large 
steel plants. As soon as Dr. Smith saw 
this former student he said: 

“Hello, Roland, how are you?” 

Afterward Roland said to me: 

“Why, Mr. Ridgway, Dr. Smith has not 
seen me for twelve years.” 

I had heard of this wonderful faculty 
of Dr. Smith and I asked him how near 
true it was. -Heé told me of an occasion 
when some of the alumni of the college, 
who were living in Paris, gave a dinner 
for him during a visit there. There were 
forty-two of the graduates of the University 
of Pennsylvania at that dinner, not one of 
whom Dr. Smith had seen for from “ten 
to fifteen years. He said, “Mr. Ridgway, 
I was able to call all but three of that 
group by their first names, and there are 
good reasons why I could not recall the 
names of the three.” 

Dr. Smith was an earnest Christian man, 
and one of the most beloved men who ever 
sat in the high place to administer a college. 
He came to Coatesville to speak for me 
at a function of the Iron Rose Bible Class, 
and I had Dr. Smith, Mr. Charles L. Hus- 
ton, and Billy Treffeisen, President of the 
Iron Rose Class, at dinner with Mrs. Ridg- 
way and myself. 

After the soup, at which point Dr, Smith 
stopped his meal since he had to make an 
address later, he said: 

“Ridgway, did you ever hear how we 
came to get Billy Sunday at the Uni- 
versity ?” 

Of course I never had, although the 
visit of Billy Sunday was one of the most 
striking events that ever occurred in the 
history of that remarkable man or in the 
history of any college. Billy Sunday was 
only one day at the University of Pennsyl- 
vania, and yet the whole life of the student 
body was transformed, as by miracle. 

At his invitation they poured up the 


FR we came did you ever know how 


It was Provost Edgar Fahs Smith 
who, against the protests of a num- 
ber of his colleagues, invited Billy 
Sunday to the University of Pennsyl- 
vania. An incident occurred in the 
chapel service one morning, during 
the student days of one member of 
the Times editorial staff at the Uni- 
versity, which showed what a humble 
Christian Dr. Smith was. He called 
for the hyma, “Tell me the old, old 
story,” and then, slowly and with much 
expression, in that warm, sympathetic 
voice of his, he read aloud: 

**Tell me the story simply, 
As to a little child, 
For I am weak and weary, 
And helpless and defiled.” 
Then he added a few words telling 
how he loved to hear that story. And 
because this man, who had the right 
to more degrees after his name than 
most college professors, wanted his 
students to hear that “ old, old story, of 
Jesus and His love,” he invited Billy 
Sunday to the University. 

This is the first of three stories of 
the great evangelist told in Mr. Ridg- 
way’s inimitable way. The other two 
will follow in the next two issues. 








“Saw Dust Trail” by the hundreds, de- 
claring by this that they were taking Jesus 
Christ as their personal Saviour. 

Immediately afterward these boys, in 
pairs, went speaking and evangelizing all 
over Eastern Pennsylvania and near-by 
New Jersey towns, places which they could 
reach and then get home in time for their 
studies. They were given pulpits in hun- 
dreds of churches, to which young men 
were attracted by the novelty of University 
men doing the “preaching.” The remark- 
able thing was these unpracticed college 
boys seemed to be inspired with a special 
message. 

The effect of the meetings was electric 
and tremendous, and although years have 
passed since that occasion, Coatesville, and 
I presume other towns, still feel the good 
influence. It was this that Dr. Smith had 
in mind when he asked me his question, 

“Tell us, Doctor,” I said. 

And as we ate our dinner the Doctor 
told the story. 


The Stroke of the Crew Speaks 


“When Billy Sunday was at Wilkes- 
Barre having his meetings, I called some 
of the key men of the University together 
—the man who was head of the baseball, 
the man who was head of football, the man 
head of the boating, and others, to the 
number of ten. I told them I wanted them 
to go, at the expense of the University, 
to Wilkes-Barre and attend the Billy Sun- 
day meetings on Sunday, and on Monday 
come back and meet me at dinner in the 
evening and give me the impressions the 
Billy Sunday meetings made upon them. 

“This they did, and as we sat around 
the table, every man, in turn, spoke most 


favorably of the meetings; in fact, they 
seemed to be carried away by Billy Sun- 
day and his messages, 

“When I came to the man ‘Brown,’ who 
was head of the rowing activities and the 
best stroke we have ever had at the Uni- 
versity in my time, he said, 

“Dr. Smith, you know why I am here 
in the college. You know I do not like 
lessons at all, but have been staying here 
simply because it is the wish of my father 
and mother. I have never done any more 
studying than just enough to get by. My 
interests are out there on the Schuylkill 
River, where I spend pretty nearly all my 
spare time. But, Dr. Smith, late on Sun- 
day night at Wilkes-Barre I wrote my dear 
mother that her prayers at last had been 
answered. The heart’s desire of my mother 
has always been that I might become a 
minister of the Gospel, but I have always 
laughed at her. Dr. Smith, I was one 
of the men on Sunday night who “hit the 
trail” and took Billy Sunday by the hand 
and promised him and my God that in the 
days to come I was going to serve my 
Saviour. I have made up my mind that 
I am going to prepare myself for the Chris- 
tian ministry, and I would be very glad 
if Billy Sunday could come here to the 
University.’ ” 


*Somewhat of a Clown?” 


“Every one of the whole group,” con- 
tinued Dr. Smith, “agreed with Brown 
and thought it would be a fine thing if 
Billy Sunday could be brought to the 
University. After this meeting there was 
only one thing to do, and that was to in- 
vite Billy to come down from Wilkes-Barre. 

“Billy’s rest day at that time was, and 
perhaps still is, Monday, and so Monday 
was selected for him to come to the Uni- 
versity, and due announcement of the meet- 
ing was made. 

“A number of the Board of Managers 
came to me protesting against having in- 
vited Billy Sunday. One of them said: 

“Doctor, don’t you think you are mak- 
ing a mistake to invite this man, who, I 
understand, is somewhat of a clown? It 
would seem to me that a man such as he 
is said to be would not exactly fit in with 
the dignity of an institution like this.’ 

“Well, my friend,’ I said, ‘Billy has 
been invited, and he is coming. The meet- 
ings are advertised, so I don’t see that we 
can do anything about it.’ 

“Dr. White, a manager, who was one 
of the leading Philadelphia physicians at 
that time much interested in the athletics 
of the University, also made a protest, as 
did another manager, who is one of the 
leading merchants of the city.” 

I might say in passing that later when 
Billy Sunday came to Philadelphia for a 
series of meetings these objecting gentle- 
men asked for season tickets that they 
might attend the meetings. Which they did. 

Doctor Smith went on, “Billy came and 
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the student body turned out in a great 
crowd to meet the evangelist. The build- 
ing where we had the first meeting was 
too small to hold all who wanted to get 
in, and for the evening meeting a much 
larger place was secured, and it was packed 
to the doors. 

“In the morning Billy preached that one 
of his sermons which had a special appeal 
to college men, referring largely to his 
activities when he was a professional base- 
ball player, and the history of his old mates 
in that profession. This message gripped 
the boys. The evening address, however, 
was strictly evangelistic. 

“At the close of the evening address he 
said, 

“Boys, this morning we had a rattling 
good time together, and I certainly did 
enjoy meeting you all, but I did not come 
all the way down from Wilkes-Barre, rid- 
ing through the night, just to have a good 
time. I came down to see if I could not 
get some of you fellows to come up here 
and take my hand, and by that action say, 
“I am taking the Lord Jesus Christ to be 
my personal Saviour, and, God helping me, 
I propose from now on to lead a Christian 
life.” ’ 

“Mr. George Wharton Pepper, who was 
much interested in Billy and the getting 
of him, had come in to the evening meet- 
ing and taken a seat about six rows from 
the front. The first one to accept Billy 
Sunday’s invitation and rise and walk up 
and take his hand was George Wharton 
Pepper, Jr. I glanced around at his father 
and saw George Wharton Pepper, Sr., 
drop his head on the seat in front of him. 

“The boys came up by the hundreds, 
and you know, Ridgway, what happened, 
how the power of the Holy Spirit seemed 
to come right down on that gathering. The 
boys started out through all the surround- 
ing country, just as they did in the early 
Church, testifying of the work of the grace 
of God in their hearts.” 

Dr. Smith paused, drank his coffee and 
gave a look which said, “Now listen to the 
big news!” 

“We had in the University at that time 
a very superior young man, whom we 
will call ‘Dean.’ He was a splendid look- 
ing fellow and was enrolled in the Wharton 
School of Finance. He was one of the 
brightest and most attractive men we have 
ever had in the institution. He occupied 
one of the finest and most expensive dor- 
mitory rooms and dressed in the very latest 
and best clothes. He seemed to be plenti- 
fully supplied with money for all purposes. 
His influence throughout the college was 
something tremendous and far-reaching. 

“He came to my office one day, shortly 
after the Sunday meetings, and said, ‘Dr. 
Smith, I have come to bid you good-by.’ 

“Where are you going?’ I asked in sur- 
prise, 

“‘T am leaving the college for good.’ 

“Why, how can that be? Dean, we 
have always looked upon you as one of 
the most promising men we have ever had 
here in the college. We have prophesied 
that some day you would make a career 
that would shed great honor on this insti- 
tution, and we certainly do not want you 
to leave the University.’ 

“‘Doctor,’ said Dean, ‘you never knew 
it, I expect, but I’ll have to tell you I have 
been put here in the University by certain 
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liquor interests. All the money I have been 
spending and all the style in which I have 
been living has been by the grace of men 
who are in the liquor business. My real 
business here in this institution is to com- 
bat all temperance movements and create 
an atmosphere against anything that points 
toward Prohibition, but, Dr. Smith, I was 
one of the fellows who listened to Biily 
Sunday that Monday you had him here, 
and I was one of the men who went up 
and hit the trail. I have advised my prin- 
cipals I could no longer serve them in the 
capacity I have been serving them. I have 
rendered them an accurate account of all 
the money I have expended, and have sent 
them my note for the amount. I have no 
means and no position now, but I always 
could get a good paying job, and I think 
I will be able to get such a job again, 
when I will be able to pay off this note. 
In the meantime I have determined to 
dedicate my life in the future to the work 
of the Lord, whom I confessed the other 
night by going up and taking Billy Sun- 
day’s hand.” 

Said Dr. Smith, “I was amazed at this 
revelation, and said to Dean, ‘Don’t you 
do anything in the matter for a little while, 
and I will see you later.’ 

“Dean continued in the University,” said 
Dr. Smith significantly, “and finished his 
course, If his life is spared I think you 
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are going to hear big things about this 
man.” 

I was telling this story one day to a 
Bible class taught by the late Mr. Walter 
S. Hubbell, Secretary of the Eastman 
Kodak Company at Rochester, N. Y. At 
the end of the story Mr. T. Edward Ross 
of Philadelphia, one of the heads of one 
of the best known firms of public account- 
ants in America, came to me and said, 

“Ridgway, you have not got all of that 
story. There is some more to it that is 
interesting.” 

“Go ahead and tell it to me.” 

“The man you called ‘Dean’ was engaged 
to be married toa brewer’s daughter. After 
his conversion he went to the girl and told 
her that he loved her just as much as he 
ever did, but that he was one of Billy 
Sunday’s converts and had become a Chris- 
tian man, and as such he would have to 
be against her father’s business. He could 
not ask her to keep her promise to marry 
him under those conditions, and, if she 
wished, their engagement could be broken.” 

“Well, Ed,” I asked, “what did she do?” 

Ed said, “I never knew.” 

“Well, then,” I replied, “it would seem 
to be another case of ‘The Lady and the 
Tiger,’ ” 


(Mr. Ridgway’s second story, telling how 
Billy Sunday preached his baseball sermon 
in Pittsburgh, will be published next week.) 








Examples of the work done 
by public school pupils 








Studying the Bible in Chattanooga Schools 


By Nina Hutton 














For many years the teachers in the public schools of Chattanooga have been unusually 


successful in teaching the Bible to the children. 
among many electives continues to be the most popular. 
of three articles by one of the teachers. 


The course is not compulsory, and 
This is the second in a series 
The series has been written in answer to 


inquiries from all over the country, and it contains practical and valuable suggestions 
for all Christian parents and teachers. 


sis is placed upon the use of hand- 

work as an expression from the 
pupils. For instance, when the class has 
the lesson on the “Giving of the Law,” the 
pupils carve the Tables of the Law in soap 
or soft stone. They also make miniature 
rolls of the Law, such as the rabbi formerly 
used in the synagogue during the Lord 
Jesus’ earthly ministry. 

Perhaps the most outstanding project 
made by the students is an electric map 
of Palestine (like the one shown on the 
next page). This is used in the study 
of the life of Christ. The map is electrically 
wired. There is a double pointer con- 
nected with brass screws which are lo- 
cated at the proper position for towns, 
mountains, rivers, and the like, but with 
no names to indicate what they are. On 
the left, however, is the list of names, also 
with brass screws. There is a small elec- 
tric light bulb at the top. The connection is 
made between the screw on the map and 
the screw with the correct name for that 
city or river. When the pupil holds the 
pointer on each of these screws the light 
flashes on, provided he has named the place 
correctly. He naturally is eager to make 
no mistake. The pupil then tells some out- 


H ANDWORK.—Considerable empha- 


standing event in the life of our Lord 
which occurred at the place he has pointed 
out. The use of this map is useful in 
review. 


5. Songs.—Songs have proved helpful. 
Young people enjoy choruses which may 
be selected from any good hymnal. One 
of the methods of teaching Bible geography 
is by singing “Palestine.” One pupil goes 
to the board and draws as the class sings, 
or they may all draw and sing at the 
same time: 


“First the line of coast we make, 
Merom next, marshy lake, 
Then the Sea of Galilee 
Directly east of Carmel, see?” 


6. Tests—At the close of each term of 
six weeks, a simple written examination 
is given. The pupils grade these during 
the last half of the period, which is as 
beneficial to them as the test itself. Two 
samples are as follows: 

1. The first man was, Noah, Adam, Abel, 

Cain. 

. 4 Abraham’s son was, Shem, Isaac, Jacob, 

ot. ~ 

3. In Jacob’s dream he saw a, ladder, 
boat, star, sheep, 

4. In prison Joseph was, true, unkind, 
false, cowardly. 
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5. The first king of Israel was, Saul, 
David, Solomon, Nathan. 


(In this test the pupils underline the 
correct word.) 





“Jesus was alive on earth days 
after his resurrection. His last promise 
to his disciples was that they should re- 
ceive ; after that they should be 
unto him in in all in 
and unto the uttermost parts of 
.’ (Here the pupils fill in the 

















the 

answers.) 

Grades are determined by notebooks, daily 
recitations, and tests. 


7. Subject matter covered. 

7b.—Genesis 1: 1-19; 1 Samuel 8: 1-21 
(18 lessons). 

7a,—1 Samuel 8: 1-22; captivity stories 
in Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther (18 
lessons). 


8b.—Life of Christ in all Gospels (18 
lessons). 


8a.—Acts 1: 1-11; Acts 28: 16-31 (18 
lessons). 


8. Certificates and Seals.——At the close 
of the first year in Bible, if a pupil has 
completed his required work satisfactorily, 
he is awarded a neatly printed certificate 
signed by his teacher and the Bible com- 
mittee chairman. For each succeeding year 
of acceptable work a small gold paper seal 
is given. This may be pasted on the cer- 
tificate as a permanent reminder of his 
standing in Bible classes throughout ele- 
mentary and junior high schools. 





In THE SENIOR HicH ScHOOLS 


In Chattanooga there is one senior high 
school. The Bible teacher has five classes 
of forty minute periods each day. The stu- 
dents have Bible five days per week. The 
senior high school is the only place where 
credit is offered toward graduation, so that 
the requirement for the school is much 
stricter than in the previous years. The 
student is permitted to take Bible only one 
year when he reaches high school since it 
is only a one credit course. He may elect 
it in either the tenth, eleventh, or twelfth 
grades. Bible in high school is like a cycle 
course, In other words, a pupil may begin 
taking Bible either in the first semester 
when New Testament is taught or in 
the second semester when Old Testament 
is taught. While there are many electives, 
Bible constantly remains the most popular. 
Often a student says, “This is the shortest 
period of the day.” 

The elementary and junior high schools 
have given such a thorough general knowl- 
edge of the Bible that when a student 
reaches senior high he can go more deeply 
into the study. Young people of the high 
school age are capable of grasping great 
spiritual truths. It is so important as a 
guard against doubts, introspection, and 
other difficulties peculiar to adolescence. 

Each pupil keeps a loose-leaf notebook. 
He also is provided with a booklet of 
questions which deal with the facts of each 
lesson assignment. It has been said truly, 
“One can never know what the Bible means 
until he first learns what it says.” It is 
with this objective in mind that these ques- 
tions are asked. Here is a sample of the 
type of questions used: 


Lesson II 1n O_p TESTAMENT 


Sin — GENESIS 3 . 


1. In what form did the tempter come 
_ to the woman 


; 
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2. What was his first suggestion to her? 


3. How did the woman misquote what 
God had said? 

4. How then did (Satad/ (the! ; serpent) 
deny God’s Word? ; 

5. What did the woman finally do? 


6. Describe the first meeting with God 
after man’s disobedience. 


7. What did God promise mankind in 
his curse on Satan in verse 15? 


8. How did God clothe these two, who 
were now sinners? 


9. What was woman’s name now, and 
why given? 


10. Why were man and woman in God’s 
kindness now expelled from Eden? 


Lesson II in New TESTAMENT 


Laws OF THE Kincpom — MATTHEW 5 T07 


1. Who did Jesus say the “blessed peo- 
ple” are, and to what two things in the 
natural world are Christians likened? 


2. By what he says of the sixth and 
seventh commandments, did Jesus show that 
he wants even our thoughts to be right? 


3. What does Jesus say about divorce 
and of swearing with useless oaths? 


4. What does he say of revenge and 
how enemies should be treated? 


5. What does Jesus mean as to the spirit 
in which we should give, pray, and fast? 


6. What does he say of miserliness, and 
by what two illustrations does he show us 
that we do not need to worry over food 
and clothing? 


7. How did Jesus warn us about unfair 
judgment of others? 


8. How do we learn in these chapters 
that God likes to answer prayer 


9. What was the warning the Lord gave 
his followers concerning false teachings? 


10. What advice does he give about build- 
ing our lives? 

A student with his Bible and these ques- 
tions in hand can learn to cultivate a 
habit of intelligent Bible reading. With 
such preparation before he comes into the 
classroom, he is able to enter into the dis- 
cussion conducted daily during the recita- 
tion period and profit thereby. The stu- 
dent of this age is quite interested in 
discovering the meaning which lies be- 
neath these facts. He is ready also to 
apply this to his own personal life. How 
truly we find the practical evidence of 
God’s own promise, “Thy word have I hid 
in my heart, that I might not sin against 
thee.” 

The student uses his notebook also for 
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The Electric Map 


x 69 


maps, charts, and outlines, as they are as- 
signed. In a limited way the young people 
are required to take notes during the recita- 
tion’period. ‘These notes are copied into 
his book for future reference. 

The use of Bible dictionary and concord- 
ance are required in the student’s prepara- 
tion. For instance, the pupils are asked 
to find all they can about Pharisees, Sad- 
ducees, and Herodians; or they are asked 
to find all the Bible references on the word 
“apostles,” then to write a short theme 
dealing with the subject based on the verses 
they have found. These assignments are 
always connected with the regular lesson, 
but give an additional interest. They prove 
most valuable as training to the student. 
Voluntarily, the boys and girls bring mate- 
rial to class which has never been assigned 
simply because they enjoy using these 
“helps.” Training in personal study is one 
of our aims. 

(To be continued) 








Notes From a 
Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 




















HE word ap-ek-dechomai, to await or 

expect eagerly, is invariably applied to 
Christians who are looking for the Second 
Coming of Christ, save in one instance. 
So we have in Hebrews 9: 28, “Unto them 
that look for him shall he appear the sec- 
ond time without sin unto salvation.” In 
Philippians 3:20, “From whence also we 
look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” So in Romans 8: 19, 23: “Wait- 
eth for the manifestation of the sons of 
God . . . waiting for the adoption, to wit, 
the redemption of our body.” “Wait for 
the hope of righteousness by faith” (Gal. 
5:5). “Waiting for the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 1:7). The 
coming of Christ a second time is the only 
thing that can excite a Christian’s real and 
eager anticipation. Professor van Schelven 
of Haarlem, Holland, justly says: “The 
euphoristic philosophy, which is a learned 
name for this idea of progress, is a notion 
which one clings to in spite of the fact that 
it does not agree with the visible things of 
life. It is but a shadow of the hope (of 
the Coming), a faded copy of that longing, 
because the original has broken loose from 
revelation.” 

But ap-ek-dechomai is used once of God 
and is associated (1 Pet. 3:20) with 
makrothumia, “patience”: “When once the 
longsuffering of God waited eagerly in the 
days of Noah, while the ark was a prepar- 
ing.” Longsuffering toward sinners, an 
eager awaiting for the redemption of the 
saints. And as it was in the days of Noah 
so is it clearly in the days of the Son of 
man. God himself, as well as the people 
of God, is “eagerly awaiting” the Second 
Coming. 


Nor foolish talking, nor jesting, 
which are not convenient (Eph. 5: 4). 


OOLISH talking is morologia, the 
words of morons: jesting is eutrapelia, 
“well-turned” repartee, presumably of an 
improper sort. These are not fitting, liter- 
ally do not come up, anekonta, to the stand- 
ard: low things, things below par morally. 
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Today's World News and Bible Prophecy 


“No longer can the comfortable belief be held that 
paganism is a dying survival of antiquity ” 


By D. M. Panton, Editor of The Dawn 











Superstition 


HYSICAL facts can be fatal to spir- 
Pp itual theories. Two recent events 

have been peculiarly cruel to Roman 
superstition. On August 2, in the Church 
of Sant’° Agostino, Milan, no sooner had 
the priest drunk from the chalice than he 
fell to the floor in great agony. It is now 
confirmed (London Times, Aug. 16, 1935) 
that it was no accident, but an attempted 
murder. The fact is fatal to Transubstan- 
tiation. So also, of all places in the world, 
there has been an outbreak of typhoid at 
Lourdes. There were 160 cases, says the 
Roman Catholic Universe (Oct. 4, 1935), 
and 12 fatalities among the pilgrims. 


bd 
Paganism 


Poe the first time (so far as we know) 
the modern world is acknowledging 
the imminent return of paganism. Profes- 
sor R. B. Mowat, professor of History 
in the University of Bristol, writes in the 
Hibbert Journal (Oct., 1935): “Periods or 
waves of indifference, skepticism, infidelity, 
and anti-clericalism are to be expected, with 
the balance redressed from time to time 
by religious revivals. The present attack 
is much more serious than this. No longer 
can the comfortable belief be held that 
paganism is a dying survival of antiquity, 
destined to dwindle and perish before the 
inevitable march of progress. Christian 
civilization is being challenged with a 
vigor probably never equalled before, and 
in more places than ever rose against 
it at the same time.” 


ve 
German Paganism 


HE new German Paganism is simple 

and explicit. “The Nazi leaders,” says 
the Berlin Correspondent of the London 
Times (Nov. 10, 1933), “repeat that the 
Third Reich is built on ‘blood and soil’ ”; 
that is, Nordic blood, and German soil. 
“The God whom we worship,” says Herr 
Rosenberg, one of the most powerful in- 
fluences in Germany, “would not exist if 
our souls and blood were not: therefore 
our religion is concerned with everything 
which achieves the honor of this soul and 
this blood. Therefore ‘holy places’ are 
those in which German heroes died” (“The 
Myth of the Twentieth Century,” p. 7or1). 
“We believe,” says an organ of the New 
Paganism, “that God is revealed to us in 
our German blood. We no longer believe 
in the Holy Ghost — we believe in the Holy 
Blood.” 

$e 


Gnosticism 


NEW peril therefore appears on the 
horizon. The apostasy foretold is 
Gnostic in character, for it will prohibit 
marriage and certain articles of diet (1 
Tim. 4:1, 3). Now Gnosticism was born 


of an attempt to wed Christianity and 
paganism. A manifesto has just been issued 
in Germany by the committee appointed by 
Herr Kerrl to effect a settlement ofthe 
church controversy. Two sentences betray 
the new wedlock: (1) “It is the task of 
the church to preach to this German people 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, crucified and 
arisen, our Lord and Master, and the Sav- 
iour of all peoples and races”; (2) “We 
affirm the national revival brought about 
by National Socialism on the basis of race, 
blood, and soil—only so can a new faith 
arise in Protestant Germany.” 


4 
Belief in a Lie 
HE belief in a lie cannot only be pas- 


sionately inténse, but it will be the 
actual punishment for the awful crime of 


the refusal of God’s truth (2 Thess. 2:11). - 


“Present-day Russia,” writes an authority 
on the subject, W. H. Chamberlin, “can 
never be understood psychologically, ex- 
cept on the premise that its rulers are 
dominated by an intense, burning faith in 
the rightness of their ultimate goal which 
gives them a feeling of entire self-right- 
eousness in applying any means, however 
ruthless, in order to reach this goal. It is 
just in Russia, which rejects and condemns 
all the familiar forms of religion, that one 
finds one of the strongest organized faiths 
in the world” (“Russia’s Iron Age,” p. 16). 
The Soviets have put to death 11,726,746, or 
two million more than the total killed in 
the World War. 
we 


Modern Rabbis 


RY startlingly our Lord’s warning of 
nineteen centuries ago springs again in 
contemporary life. He said to the Phari- 
sees: “Search the scriptures; for in them 
ye think ye have eternal life: and they are 
they whick. testify of me. And ye will not 
come to me, that ye might have life” (John 
5:39, 40). Representative rabbis from all 
Europe, assembied at Lucerne, have issued 
a message to be read in the synagogues 
(London Times, Oct. 7, 1935): “The God 
of our Fathers has given a Law of Truth 
into our keeping, and thereby planted ever- 
lasting life within us.” (Our italics.) 


Judaism in Russia 


“ETN RUSSIA,” says Dr. Conrad Hoff- 

man, “the Jews are largely apostate.” 
Bolshevism has no sympathy for Judaism. 
“In one important Russian city,” J. G. 
Lockhart informed the Church Congress 
in Bournemouth, “I found from the official 
figures that the number and percentage of 
Jewish synagogues closed or demolished 
were higher than those of orthodox 
churches.” The British Chief Rabbi, Dr. 
Adler, answering an attack by Dr. Orchard, 
says: “As a body, we remain Jews by be- 





lief, and those who, unhappily, fall away 
from the Faith, do so in numbers and 
with consequences that are in no way 
graver than those relating to other re- 
ligious communities. In Islam, the Turks 
are forsaking their ancestral creed. If we 
look at the Communists in Russia and 
elsewhere as the professed exponents . of 
atheistic materialism, the actual number of 
ex-Jews among them is but a small per- 
centage of those millions who once be- 
longed to Christian churches.” 


pe 
The Kaiser 


ODAY’S fruit is merely the upgrowth 
of yesterday’s seed. How eloquent, in 
the light of today’s drama, is this procla- 


“mation of the Kaiser to his army which 


appeared in the Gazetta Poranny of War- 
saw, years before the World War. “Re- 
member that you are the chosen people. 
The spirit of the Lord has descended on 
me because I am the German Emperor. I 
am the instrument of the Most High. I 
am His sword, His representative. Woe 
and death to those who resist my will! 
Woe and death to those who do not believe 
in my mission! Perish all enemies of the 
German people. God requires their de- 
struction, God who through my mouth com- 
mands you to execute my will.” 


we 
Archeology 


O LESS eloquent is the voice of buried 

cities on the living Scriptures. Sir 
Charles Marston, whose toil has unearthed 
Jericho’s buried walls, says: “Nearly a 
century after Bible criticism had started, 
archeologists first began to dig in the 
mounds of ancient ruins in Bible lands, in 
order to increase existing knowledge of 
ancient history. So the sources of infor- 
mation were no longer derived from classi- 
cal writers, combined with conjecture of 
what ought to have happened; but began 
to be slowly enriched by evidence left be- 
hind by those who lived in times that were 
mythical to Herodotus, and other ancient 
historians. During the last ten years, evi- 
dence from these far earlier sources has 
been piling in upon us, and in order to 
judge this evidence rightly, and assign it 
to its proper place, it must first be used to 
rectify existing historical standards. The 
defective character of these will soon be 
manifest; and since some at least are false, 
the historical conclusions based on them 
seem even more unsound than were the 
literary ones. So it has become necessary 
to scrap most, if not all, of what people 
have learned or read about the Old Testa- 
ment, in colleges and seminaries, in text- 
books, commentaries, and encyclopedias, 
and to go back to the original books of 
Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deu- 
teronomy, and Joshua.” (Italics his.) 


SHERINGHAM, NorFoLk, ENG. 


























Lesson for February 16 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES , *71 














LESSON 7. FEBRUARY 16. JESUS HELPS A DOUBTER 


International Uniform Lesson.—Luke 7; printed text, Luke 7: 19-28 
IL Golden Text.—I believe, help thou mine unbelief.— Mark 9:24 














AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


i he text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
— wer qyuting in the jeeeue helps is Luke 7 : 19-28 

Luke 7:19 And John calling unte him two of his disciples sent 
them to Jesus, saying, Art thou he that should come? or look we 
for another? 

20 When the men were come unto him, they said, John Baptist 
hath sent us unto thee, saying, Art thou he that should come? or 
look we for another ? 

21 And in that same hour he cured many of their infirmities and 
plagues, and of evil spirits; and unto many that were blind he gave 
sight. 

22 Then Jesus answering said unto them, Go your way, and tell 
John what things ye have seen and heard; how that the blind see, 
the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are 
raised, to the poor the gospel is preached. 

23 And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me. 

24 And when the messengers of John were departed, he began to 
speak unto the people concerning John, What went ye out into the 
wilderness for to see? reed shaken with the wind? 

25 But what went ye out for to see? A man clothed in soft 
raiment? Behold, they which are gorgeously apparalled, and live 
delicately, are in kings’ courts. 


Kinc James VERSION 


Luke 7:19 And John calling unto him *two of his disciples sent 
them to the Lord, saying, Art thou he that cometh, or look we for 
another? 20 And when the men were come unto him, they said, 
John the Baptist hath sent us unto thee, saying, Art thou he that 
cometh, or look we for another? 21 In that hour he cured many 
of diseases and * plagues and evil spirits; and on many that were 
blind he bestowed sight. 22 And he answered and said unto them, 
Go and tell John the things which ye have seen and heard; the blind 
receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the 
deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have *good tidings 
preached to them. 23 And blessed is he, whosoever shall find 
no occasion of stumbling in me. 

24 And when the messengers of John were departed, he began 
to say unto the multitudes concerning John, What went ye out into 
the wilderness to behold? a reed shaken with the wind? 25 But 
what went ye out to see? a man clothed in soft raiment? Behold, 
they that are gorgeously apparalled, and live delicately, are in kings’ 
courts. 26 But what went ye out to see? a prophet? Yea, I say 
unto you, and much more than a prophet. 27 This is he of whom 
it 1s written, 

Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, 

Who shall prepare thy way before thee. 








‘26 But what went ye out for to see? A prophet? Yea, I say 


unto you, and much more than a prophet. 


27 This is he, of whom it is written, Behold, I send my messenger 


before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee. lesser. 


28 For I say unto you, Among those that are born of women 
there is not a greater prophet than John the Baptist: but he that 


is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lessor 


OHN the. Baptist went before the face 

of his Lord in the spirit and power of 

Elijah, and, fike Elijah, he had his 

“juniper tree.” John did not know that 
his ministry was closing in a blaze of 
glory in that dark dungeon where he had 
been imprisoned for righteousness’ sake* He 
feared that his own ministry might, after 
all, have been a failure. But his ministry 
was one with Christ’s, and could not fail. 
How beautifully Luke links for us the lives 
of John the forerunner and the Lord Jesus, 
from the prophecies of their births to the 
death of John. These lessons in Luke 
follow a striking sequence up to the touch- 
ing and glorious witness of Christ to his 
witness John the Baptist. John’s passing 
doubts, he knows, will be cleared up. The 
glory of his ministry will go on. 


The Historical Setting 


The imprisonment of John was the oc- 
casion of the Lord’s leaving Judza and 
coming to Galilee for his ministry there 
(Matt. 4:12). This, we have judged, was 
the fall of A. D. 27. John had probably 
been in prison a year, or nearly a year, 
when he sent the two disciples to Christ, 
in the fall of A. D. 28. John’s brief, in- 
tensive ministry lasted about eighteen 
months, 


Verse by Verse 


Luke 7:19.—John calling unto him two 
of his disciples. News of Christ’s min- 
istry had been brought by John’s disciples 
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to their master in prison (vs. 17, 18), in 
the castle of Machzrus, east of the Dead 
Sea dungeon (Luke 3:19, 20; Matt. 14: 
3; Mark 6:17). Art thou he that should 
come? or look we for another? John is 
puzzled because the ax of judgment is 
not lying at the root of the tree, as he 
predicted (Matt. 3: 10-12). His questions 
express confidence in Jesus, and probably 
indicate that he was wondering whether a 
second Messiah would come, in addition to 
Jesus. 


Verse 22—Tell John what things ye 
have seen and heard, These disciples them- 
selves should be convinced through these 
works and words of the Lord, and this 
witness of his work is the best answer to 
John at this time. The blind see, the lame 
walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear. 
Mark how clearly this carries out the 
prophecy of Isaiah quoted in the beginning 
of his Galilean ministry (Luke 4: 18-21). 
That same prophet Isaiah predicted that 
John the Baptist would come (Isa. 40: 3), 
and John was directed to this fulfillment 
of Isaiah’s prophecy concerning the Mes- 
siah. The dead are raised. Luke has just 
recorded the raising of the son of the widow 
at Nain, but the phrase seems to indicate 
that there were a number of miracles of 
raising the dead in addition to the three 
recorded in the Gospels. To the poor the 
gospel is preached, This is the climax, and 
is the part of the ministry that evidently 
was not so prominent in John’s vision as 
the terrific judgment on evil. 


Verse 23.—Blessed is he, whosoever shall 
not be offended in me. Includes a gentle 
rebuke of John, but also encouragement 
that John need not be “caused to stumble”; 
he can rejoice in the present gracious ful- 


28 I say unto you, Among them that are born of women there is 


none greater than John: yet he that is *but little in the kingdom 
of God is greater than he. 


1Gr., certain two. 


*Gr., scourges. *Or, the gospel. ‘Gr., 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform Sunday 
School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the International 
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fillment of prophecy, and commit to Christ 
the other things that he does not under- 
stand, 


Verse 24—When the messengers of John 
were departed. We would have chosen 
that the messengers should hear the eulogy. 
The Lord, in his wisdom, allowed John 
the blessedness of trusting him and delay- 
ing till later the hearing of the voice, “Well 
done, good and faithful servant.” What 
went ye out... to see? Curiosity doubt- 
less drew many of them to the wilderness 
to hear John. A reed shaken with the 
wind? ‘This was the opposite of all John’s 
characteristics. 


Verse 27.—This is he, of whom it is 
written, Behold, I send my messenger be- 
fore my face. The Lord was quite certain 
of the Old Testament predictions of John, 
though John had some doubts about Mes- 
siah. The other prophets prophesied; John 
was the subject of prophecy. 

Verse 28.—Among those that are born 
of women there is not a greater prophet. 
The true reading is “there is none greater.” 
Not speaking of his personal greatness, but 
his place as a prophet, and in the service 
of God. He that is least in the kingdom 
of God. The least in the Kingdom is “in 
Christ,” in a new way, baptized into the 
body of Christ. The least Christian is, in, 
knowledge and privilege, greater than the 
greatest of the old dispensation; this is not 
in personal greatness, but in position in the 
Kingdom of God. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Christ is the cure of every doubt, the 
answer to every question. Blessed is he 
who finds no occasion of stumbling in 
Christ, and blessed is he who brings every 
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doubt to Jesus. Why did John question? 
John, the last of the Old Testament 
prophets, presented the Old Testament mes- 
sage of Messiah, proclaiming that the Lord 
would baptize with the Holy Spirit and 
also with fire, that he would come with 
blessing and with judgment. The Lord 
Jesus came, the first time, not to judge the 
world, but to save the world. That is 
why he stopped at the comma, in quoting 
Isaiah 61:1, 2 (Luke 4: 18-20). He pro- 
claimed the acceptable year of the Lord, 
and announced himself as the fulfillment of 
this great prophecy. The day of vengeance, 
our Lord knew, would come with his sec- 
ond coming. Yet Christ did not explain 
this to John. He gave John the privilege 
of trusting where he could not see, and 
undoubtedly John’s heart was satisfied. 
There were tremendous reasons why John 
should doubt. There is no reason why we 
should doubt. But for him and for us, 
the glorious message is that the object 
of our faith is a Person, revealed in God’s 
written Word. Christ is never a disap- 
pointment. When he does not answer our 
prayers, we wonder; but we can trust him. 
John’s ministry was a success in proportion 
as the Messiah he proclaimed was a suc- 
cess. So let our ministry and our aim 
be rooted in Christ, and a triumphant end 
is certain. 


Lesson Outlines 


THE SATISFYING SAVIOUR 

1. A centurion’s faith richly rewarded 
(Luke 7: I-10). 

2. A widow’s grief turned to great joy 
(vs. 11-18), 

3. A faithful friend’s doubts cleared up 
(vs. 19-23). 

4. A faithful minister and his message 
magnified by Christ (vs. 24-35). 

5. A sinful woman rejoicing in her 
Saviour (vs. 36-50). 
Joun: Goop AND FAITHFUL SERVANT 

1. John the Forerunner: his faithful 
witness to Christ; his character and 
career; his suffering and. temptation to 
doubt. 

2. John’s Lord: his last message to 
John; his great witness concerning John. 


3. John’s Nation: the response of Is- 
rael to John and to Christ. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Characteristics of Luke. Note the two 
narratives in the seventh chapter that are 
peculiar to Luke. Luke’s emphasis upon 
Christ’s ministry to women, and to the 
poor, the distressed, and the outcast is 
prominent. 


Simon and the Sinful Woman, and the 
Two Debtors. The short and simple par- 
able of the two debtors, teaching that the 
one who is forgiven the most will love 
his benefactor the most, has for its setting 
one of the most beautiful and amazing 
scenes in the Gospel (Luke 7: 36-50). 
Simon made the two mistakes that the 
natural man constantly makes: he did not 
believe that his own heart was deceitful 
above all things and desperately wicked; 
he did not know that a sinful woman’s heart 
could be. cleansed as white as snow. 


John the Baptist. His complete and won- 
derful story may be read in the following 
passages: Isaiah 40: 3-11; Malachi 2:17 to 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
sons for the year may had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, ‘at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
7. February 16.—Jesus Helps a Doubter. 
Luke 7 
8. February 23.—People Before Property. 
(May be used with temperance 


SPOR ON) i odk ccipevcyiveescovsesssd Luke 8 
9. March 1.—Vision and Service seveeube Luke 9 

10. March 8.—Jesus Teaches Neighborliness. 
Luke 10 

11. March 15.—Jesus Teaches His Disciples 
OS FIAT odccneecdicsccesecesvecnatuns Luke 11 

12, March 22.—Jesus Teaches True Values. 
Luke 12 

13. March 29.—Jesus Explains the Kingdom. 
Luke 13 


Second Quarter 
1. (14) April 5.—Jesus Invites All People. 


Luke 14 
2. (15) April 12—Jesus Triumphs Over 
Death (Easter Lesson) ...... Luke 24 : 1-35 








3:4; Matthew 11:10. Luke 1: 1-25, 41- 
44, 57-80; Matthew 3: 1-12; Mark 1: 4-8; 
Luke 3: 1-18; 11:1; John 1:6-8, 34; 3 
23-30. Matthew 3: 13-17; Mark 1:9-11; 
Luke 3:21, 22; John 1: 32-34. John 1: 
35-51; 3: 25-27; Luke 11:1; Acts 19: 1-7. 
Matthew 14:1-12; Mark 6:14-29; Luke 
3:19, 20; 9:7-9. Matthew 11: 2-6; Luke 
7: 18-23. 

Our Lord’s Witness to John. Christ 
confirmed all the messages John had given 
(Mark 1:15; John 5: 33-35), and his life 
carried out all the predictions John made 
concerning him (John 10:41). The Lord 
said of John “that Elijah is come already” 
(Matt. 17: 12), not meaning that John was 
Elijah (John 1:21), but that he came in 
the spirit and power of Elijah (Luke 1: 
17). Elijah, or another prophet like John, 
is evidently to come before the second com- 
ing of our Lord to earth (Matt. 17: 10, 11; 
Mal. 4:1, 5). 

Doubts and Difficulties of Famous Saints. 
Study in the Old Testament and in the New 
the record of the temptations and trials, the 
difficulties and doubts of God’s children. 
Study the experience of other saints. God 
is ever gentle with honest doubters whose 
hearts are really seeking his Kingdom and 
his righteousness. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Are we satisfied with Christ? Are we 
satisfied with what he is doing for us? and 
the way he is doing it? Truly to be satis- 
fied with Christ is victory, joy, and peace. 


Have ye learned how to deal with our 
doubts and difficulties? John points the 
way. All doubts and questions about the 
Bible, or doubts because of great sorrows 
and apparently unanswered prayers, should 
be brought to Jesus. 


Have we learned how to deal with 
doubters? Let us deal gently with honest 
doubters, considering their background and 
the reason for the doubts. Let us turn them 
from the doubt to the Saviour who satisfies 
the heart with himself, 

Have we given heed to the message of 
John the Baptist? His message is to re- 
pent, to confess sin, to believe the Messiah, 
to trust the Word of God. 


Have we met the challenge of John the 
Baptist? Consider his flaming zeal for 
righteousness, his loyalty to Christ, his 
faithfulness in denouncing evil, his rugged 
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self-control, his humility, his constant 
pointing to Christ. Are we imitating him? 


Have we an aim in life that guarantees 
a triumphant ministry? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


John doubted, but he knew what to do 
with doubts; he sent them to Jesus, the 
dissolver of doubts. 


If the least in the Kingdom is greater 
than John, then indeed we have a high call- 
ing; are we walking according to that high 
calling? 


“Doubt your doubts, and believe your be- 
liefs” is a wholesome counsel that will lead 
to certainty. 


Just as the Lord did not give John the 
answers to all his questions, so God does 
not tell us the why of our sorrows and dis- 
appointments. 


John’s triumphant ministry was in the 
power of the Spirit; his doubts were in 
the weakness of his own spirit; so with us. 


The first thing that was said about John 
the Baptist was Gabriel’s prophecy: “He 
shall be great in the sight of the Lord”; 
and he certainly was. 


Elijah, John’s great prototype, also had a 
time of doubting; but the Lord magnified 
his ministry also—triumphantly catching 
him up to himself. 


The imprisonment and beheading of John 
was the earthly side of a triumphant en- 
trance into God’s presence. 


If John could have heard Luke six, 
twenty-one to twenty-three! his reward is 
written there. 


We are not looking for “another Mes- 
siah”; but, praise his name, we are looking 
for the return of that “same Jesus.” 


Cotumaia, S. C. 
we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and ane Serene. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff,—Dr. McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Low, and Mr. Smith. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions to different 
members of your class, letting them see 
whether they can discover the answers as 
given on a later page of this issue? 


Pe 3 John really doubt Christ’s Messiah- 
ship? 

2. What is one unanswerable argument for 
the reality of the Christian life? 

3. What is one of the charges against the 
Lord Jesus that might have reached John to 
disturb him— John being so abstemious in 
his diet? 

4. What eloquent object lessons did the 
Lord Jesus give in answer to John? 

5. In his spoken answer the Lord Jesus 
mentioned two kinds of evidence. What were 
they ? 

6. Were the healing miracles the only thing 
that the Lord referred to as evidence? 

7. What text in this lesson should help us 
not to murmur in times of trial ? 

8. How did the Lord’s questions addressed 
to the people bare witness to John’s strength 
of character (wrought in him by the grace 
of God) ? 

9. What confirmation of the inspiration of 
the Old Testament is found in this lesson? 

10. What evidence is there here that 
bm pe by God the Father and 

on 


Answers to the Questions 
The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 75 of this issue. 
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Lesson for February 16 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. e full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


A Miracle.—He cured many (Luke 7: 
21). At an open-air meeting, the follow- 
ing testimony was given by a gray-haired 
man who came forward and spoke with 
great freedom and without the least hesi- 
tation. He said: “Fourteen years ago I 
was a skeptic. I used to follow a notorious 
infidel lecturer at Hyde Park, and gave 
away infidel literature. I could not speak 
myself, being a great stammerer, for I 
could not put twelve words together. When, 
by God’s infinite grace and mercy, I was 
converted, a friend said, ‘You must testify.’ 
I stuttered out, ‘That is impossible —I can- 
not do it. He asked, ‘Do you believe in 
prayer?’ I replied that I did. He said, 
‘Then let us kneel down and ask God to 
enable you to testify to his saving grace.’ 
We did so, and from that moment I be- 
gan to testify. God healed me and loosed 
my stammering tongue. My conversion 
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and deliverance were great miracles per- 
formed by God’s Son Jesus.”"—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Mrs. 
Emery T. Huntsman, Martinsburg, Pa. 


Just Trusting.—/ believe; help thou mine 
unbelief (Golden Text). A minister had 
to cross a stream over which there was 
nothing but a thin plank. He put his 
foot on it carefully, fearing to trust his 
full weight upon it. A woman saw him 
from a window, and shouted, “Just trust 
the plank, Doctor.” He did trust the plank 
and walked over in safety. Afterward, 
when he was trying to help the woman to 
see what faith was, he said it was like 
crossing the plank, just trusting Christ. 
“Oh, Doctor, is that faith? Is it just to 
trust him?” He said, “It is just to trust 
him as I trusted to the plank. If you trust 
Christ he will carry you safely from earth 
to Heaven.” The woman replied happily, 
“Oh, I can do that.”—From “500 Scrip- 
tural Anecdotes,” compiled by H. F. Sayles. 
Sent by Mac C. Wells, Mooers Forks, N. Y. 


God’s Word Hadn’t Changed.—/ be- 
lieve; help thou mine unbelief (Golden 
Text)... A poor woman in one of Mr. 
Whittle’s meetings. in Glasgow was brought 
into light by John 5:24. The evangelist 
gave her the verse, written on a little card, 
and sent her home rejoicing with her lit- 
tle son. They both went to bed that night, 
happy as angels. But in the morning she 


came down to breakfast as gloomy as ever, 
her face all clouded and her heart utterly 
discouraged. She had had a night of con- 
flicts, doubts, and fears, and when her lit- 
tle boy asked her what the matter was, 












Mihy name is 
asx ointment 
poured forth. 


| Cant. 1:3. 
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she could only burst into tears and say, 
“Oh, it is all gone. I thought I was saved, 
but I feel just as bad as ever.” The little 
fellow looked bewildered and said, “Why, 
Mother, has your verse changed? I will 
go and see.” He ran to the table and got 
her Bible with the little card in it, and 
turned it up and read, “Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, He that heareth my word, 
and believeth on him that sent me, hath 
everlasting life, and shall not come into 
condemnation; but is passed from death 
unto life.’ “Why, Mother,” he said, “it is 
not changed a bit. It is just the same as 
it was last night; it is all right.’ And 
the mother looked: with a smile at the little 
preacher whose simple trust was used of 
God to save her; and taking him in her 
arms, she thanked God that her precious 
verse was still the same and her peace was 
unchanged as the everlasting Word of God. 
—From Echoes. Sent by Howard M. 
Green, Hornell, N. Y. Prize illustration. 


“Not Many Mighty.”—Help thou mine 
unbelief (Golden Text). “How is it,” 
asked a French pastor of Dr. Griffith 
Thomas, “that the professors in our the- 
ological seminary at Paris are not even 
sure that Jesus ever existed in the flesh, 
and yet some of the poorest and most ob- 
scure members of my congregation know 
it beyond the peradventure of a doubt?” 
Dr. Thomas answered, “The poorest and 
most obscure members are trusting in the 
Lord with all their heart, but the theo- 
logical professors are leaning upon their 
own understanding.”—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by L. G. James, To- 
ronto, Can, 


One Who Goes Ahead.—Help thou mine 
unbelief (Golden Text). An aged grand- 
mother was watching the moving of her 
house. She was in great distress for fear 
it would be shaken to pieces. She soon 
noticed a man going ahead with his spirit 
level to see if the tracks were true. “What 
a lesson to me,” she said, “I shall never 
have another care about my way in this 
world because God knoweth the way I 
take, and he is much more skilled than 
these house movers.” A trusting soul can- 
not have a hard life, because such a soul 
cannot worry, and worry is the prime mover 
in all our hard times—From Record of 
Christian Work, Sent by Mrs. Baxter Mc- 
Bane, Fortville, Ind. , 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that our faith is not resting 
upon opinion but upon eternal facts. We thank 
thee that we do not have to follow the shift- 
ing winds of man’s teaching, but may turn 
with utter confidence to thy Word. Help us, 
we pray thee, to go forward with a sure tread, 
not doubting the foundations of our faith or its 
reality in every issue of life. In our conversa- 
tions with others may we let the facts set forth 
in thy Word do their convincing work under 
the power of the Holy Spirit. Thou hast not 
given us the spirit of fear but of power and 
of love and of a sound mind. May we bear a 
true testimony to thee, and rejoice in the 
security that belongs to the one whose faith is 
resting upon thee, O Lord, to whom be the 
praise of our thankful hearts. In thy dear 
name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—You cannot go very 
far with Bible study without noticing how 








14 * 


ready was the Lord Jesus to answer ques- 
tions from every honest seeker after the 
truth. How keen and satisfying he was to 
the hearts that were ready to believe! He 
talked in language these could understand, 
and left no lingering doubt in their minds 
as to what he meant them to know. God's 
Word is filled with facts. Our Christian 
faith rests upon the fact of Christ. He 
answered doubts by plain statements, and 
he pointed to what he was actually doing 
to assure men of his power and presence. 
In the midst of all the questioning that is 
afloat in the very air today let your minds 
dwell upon the Lord Jesus’ own way of 
answering questions. Dr. Griffith Thomas 
used to say, “Doubt your doubts and be- 
lieve your beliefs.” What a joy it is to 
know where to find eternal facts stronger 
than the very rocks themselves! Let us 
thank God today that we do have such 
marvelous testimony in his Word. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The “Go and See.”—Tell John what 
things ye have seen and heard (Luke 7: 
22). Her Majesty, Queen Sheba, could 
have read in the royal edition of the 
Ethiopian News (or its equivalent) all 
that its Jerusalem correspondent might 
write about the glory and magnificence 
of the palace and court of King Solomon, 
but it was only when Her Majesty made 
the journey and saw for herself that she 
really appreciated all that elegance you 
will find mentioned in the tenth chapter 
of First Kings. 

(Pst! while you have the Bible open 
read the first three verses of that eleventh 
chapter. The first verse of Chapter 11 
[along with the next ten] marks the spot 
where Solomon stubbed his toe!) 

There is nothing to be compared for a 
convincement like a “Go-and-See.” The 
Lord Jesus knew all this as he knew all 
other things, and so he says, “Go back and 
tell him what you have seen.” 

When some smart Sophomore from the 
University of Doubts goes into eruption in 
my presence I do not argue, I just grin 
one of my sweetest Chester County grins, 
and in his pause for wind, quietly say, 

“Come up to Coatesville some day and 
let me show you my Iron Rose bunch of 
men and my Rock Run Mission Sunday 
School, and you'll have an eye opener as 
to what the Lord Jesus can do and is do- 
ing.” 

Such was the heavenly cure for John’s 
doubts, and is the sure remedy for all 
doubts, even the collegiate pink eye type. 


The Modern Johns.—Whait went ye out 
for to sce? A prophet? Yea, ... much more 
than a prophet (v. 26). We have to take 
off our hats.to the old Hebrew prophets. 
They were afraid of nothing — that is, all 
but the bravest, old Elijah, who feared 
nothing but a certain woman. Many in 
Israel thought John Baptist was a rein- 
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carnation, Elijah, Ahab’s béte noire and 
Mrs. Ahab’s “Just let me get my hands 
on him” (1 Kings 19:2; 3). 

Think of John Baptist rebuking the Ro- 
man soldiers, who, according to Gibbon, 
were the most persistent strikers in an- 
cient history. And then taking a good 
crack at King Herod right on the spot 
where was the festering sore. The nerve 
of it! Of course it landed John in prison, 
and lost him his head. 

That was the end of all prophets. The 
Son was now here, and after the Son 
came the Holy Spirit. 

Jesus tells us John was much more than 
a prophet. He was a “Voice” crying a 
new word in a world sunk in white slavery 
and all the wickedness hell had in its ware- 
house. That word was Repent, Repent, 
Repent. 

While there is no book of John the 
Prophet to go with those from Isaiah to 
Malachi, yet John was greater than them 
all because he was next to Him of whom 
the others wrote. When one becomes close 
enough to Christ to be touched with the 
Christ life, true greatness drops on the 
shoulder like the mantle of Elijah upon 
Elisha (1 Kings 19: 19). 

We have hundreds of these John Baptists 
in our missionaries who have taken their 
lives in their hands and gone into a world 
of sin with the John Baptist message of 
“Repent,” and the Christ has followed into 
these heathen hearts. Livingstone, Carey, 
Morrison, Mackay, Paton, and a host, too 
many for a lesson note. You will know a 
lot of them, 


Coral and Barnacle.—He that is least 
in the kingdom of God is greater than he 
(v. 28). Here is a statement from Head- 
quarters which ought to throw back the 
shoulders and point out the chin of every 
Christian, even the most humble and ob- 
scure. For, believe me, John Baptist 
was some high grade piece of human stuff 
to be “greater than.” 

This of course does not refer to the 
mere “Belonger.” That fellow who has a 
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church membership he only uses for funerals 
and weddings and as a “post office address,” 
as it were, as some men belong to the 
Republican and Democratic parties. The 
chap who works his religion in his wife’s 
name and in those of his Sunday school 
children, 

Notice Jesus does not say, “He that is 
a nothing in the Kingdom of God.” Some 
years ago I was a member of two Boards 
of Directors in which the President was 
the financial anchor. We members of the 
Board were just rubber stamps. The 
President told us what to do, and we had 
to do it. Another member and I talked 
it over and concluded our names were Mr. 
Nothing and Mr. Yes-Yes. So we quit 
attending and were dropped at the next 
election the President held. 

The Lord Jesus was not referring to 
the “Nothings” and the “Yes-Yesers,” but 
to the great family of the Leasts. That 
unknown teacher of a few boys or girls in 
some backwoods Sunday school. That 
humble Bible woman on a far-flung mis- 
sion field. 

Thousands of such stick around all over’ 
the world in likely and unlikely places, 
each, like one of the coral island builders 
doing a little part in making the Kingdom 
of God. It is to such as these the Lord 
Jesus refers and not to the barnacles that 
only hold on and ride and retard. (Matt. 
25:40; Acts 9: 2-5.) 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Have a large question mark made of 
cardboard. 











OHN the Baptist sent two of his dis- 
ciples to ask a question of Jesus. You 
remember that John was a cousin of 
Jesus, in the flesh, and John was sent to 








The Golden Text in Song 





Mark 9 : 24 
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I be-lieve,I be-lieve,I be-lieve,I be-lieve; Help thou mine un - be - lief. 
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Lesson for February 16 


preach that the Messiah was coming. Christ 
was teaching in Judea when John sent these 
two disciples to ask him if he was the Mes- 
siah or if they should look for another to 
come. 

While these two men were standing by, 
waiting for Christ to answer them, they 
saw him cure all sorts of diseases, and cast 
out demons, and give sight to the blind. 
Then the Lord sent a message to -John, 
and that is our Memory Verse (Luke 7: 
22b). Repeat ‘t, please. Christ answered 
John by telling him what he was doing. 
Many people today are wondering if Jesus 
Christ really is God, if he really is the 
Saviour they need. And the very best an- 
swer to them is to show them some of the 
things the Lord has done. Tell them how 
he changed you when you believed in him. 
And then we can tell them of many other 
people for whom he has done great things. 
I heard a man just a week ago tell how 
the Lord Jesus Christ had changed men 
who are in prison where they have to stay 
all their lives, so that instead of being 
wicked men, they are serving the Lord in 
prison, and leading other men to accept 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
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Christ as their Saviour. Men who were 
drunkards have no desire for drink, men 
who hated and killed other men now love 
everybody. Isn’t that as wonderful as heal- 
ing a sick body? It surely is. Thank God 
for such a Saviour! 

Do you know that no man can say any- 
thing against such an answer to his ques- 
tion? The one thing that even an infidel 
who doesn’t believe in God cannot argue 
about is the life of a person who has been 
changed by the Lord Jesus Christ. What 
about your life? Are you a good answer 
to the question the world is asking? 

Just a question mark cut out of colored 
paper will hold the child’s memory so he 
can tell the story at home. Learn the 
Memory Verse. 


Monesto, Cat, 
we 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for February 16) 


1. Some even think that the question was 
asked that Christ might be revealed to the 
disciples of John (cf. John 3: 22-36). But 
it seems probable that at this time John really 
did doubt Christ’s Messiahship. As Dr. Sco- 
field says: “Having gently removed his serv- 
ant’s doubt, the Lord bears witness to him 
before others: He knows when to reprove, 
and where, and when, to praise.” 

2. The transformed life of a Spirit-filled 
believer. 


3. “The Son of man is come eating and 
drinking; and ye say, Behold a gluttonous 
man, and a winebibber (Luke 7: 34). 

4. “He cured many of their infirmities and 
plagues, and of evil spirits; and unto many 
that were blind he gave sight” (Luke 7: 21). 

5. “What things ye have seen and heard” 
(Luke 7:22), evidence that could be per- 
ceived by the eye and the ear. 

6. No; “To the poor the gospel is preached” 
(Luke 7: 22). 

7. “And blessed is he, whosoever shall not 
be offended in me” (Luke 7: 23). 

8. John was the very opposite of “a reed 
shaken by the wind,” and ‘a man clothed in 
soft raiment.” He preached the Word of 

, not fearing men (cf. Luke 3:7, 8); 
and he had almost none of the comforts of 
this life (Matt. 3:1, 4). 

9. The fact that the Lord Jesus quoted 
Malachi 3:1, and said that John fulfilled part 
of this Old Testament prophecy. 

10. God inspired his prophet Malachi to 
record a prophecy concerning John nearly 
four hundred years before his coming, and 
the Lord Jesus commended John’ in words of 
highest praise. 

we 


Say, Fellows, — 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: A Fair Question. 
Discussion: Lead the discussion to show 
that convicion and belief have ever been 
at the base of both material success and 
Spiritual peace and happiness. 


Objective: Carry all your doubts to the 
Lord Jesus. 


AY, fellows, it was a fair, frank, 

straightforward question John the Bap- 
tist asked the Lord Jesus Christ. “Art 
thou he that should come? or look we for 
another?” True, John had, at the Jordan, 
proclaimed Jesus as the Messiah — the 
Lamb of God,— but some terribly discon- 
certing and unexpected things had hap- 
pened and some expected glorious things 
had failed to happen. The heads of the 
church had not accepted Jesus of Nazareth 
as the Messiah, but were opposing and 
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Foreign Missions find that our free cata- 
log, with its 45,000 separate items, and our 
special discount list enables them to save 
money for their stations. 
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ing hardware, paints and other building 
materials from our catalog, for shipment 
abroad. 
If you wish a Montgomery Ward Catalog, for 
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hardware trade nationally, to take —t of sales. 
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MASTER RULE MFG. CO., Inc. 
815 East 136th Street NEW YORK CITY 














Sempnicn Ds of Quality 


ALUMINUM or 
FINEST SILVER PLATE 


Woanmansmip 





Glasses 


Fe lustrated Catalog 
INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE CO, 
Room 353 1701-1703 Chesteut Street, Philadelphia,Po 





When answering advertisements, 


please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 





“ADDED ATTRACTIONS” 
ARE 


DAILY FEATURES 


Chalfonte- 
Haddon Hall 


THE lounges at these genial 
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formal ones and chatty ones, 
musical, and quiet. And 
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American Plan. $5 up at 
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accusing him; and John himself had been 
seized and thrown into prison. It is no 
wonder that as he languished in the dun- 
geon darkness day after day, out of sight 
and out of touch with the great Master, 
doubts began to creep into his mind. Could 
it be possible that he was mistaken? It 
was then that John did the wisest thing 
any fellow can ever do when doubts assail 
him. He bundled those doubts up and sent 
them to the Lord Jesus. He would have 
taken them to him personally, but John was 
locked up in prison, under heavy guard; 
so he called two of his friends and asked 
them to take the doubts to Jesus and have 
them cleared up; somewhat like you would 
roll up your soiled clothes and send them 
to the laundry—to have them returned 
snow white and ironed out. 

O how fully, how satisfyingly, the Lord 
Jesus answered fohn’s frank question. 
“You go back and tell John what you see 
me doing and teaching here, with the re- 
sult of transformed lives, healed bodies, and 
new life for all who come to me; that is 
the answer to his question.” And it was 
sufficient. I am sure that when John’s 
friends returned with that report, his heart 
rejoiced, and he never doubted again. 

It would have been very different if he 
had sent to the scribes and the Pharisees, 
the critics of Jesus, who were more than 
doubters. They were unbelievers. Never 
take your doubts to an unbeliever. He will 
only plunge you into deeper doubt, ulti- 
mately into outright unbelief like his own. 
A lot of fellows are doing that today. 
Many a fellow today who has learned in 
his earlier years, at home or from his faith- 
ful Sunday school teacher, to know Jesus 
Christ as his gracious Saviour, is sitting in 
the classroom of a college feeding on doubts 
from a professor of biology or some other 
science; doubts concerning the claims of 
Jesus Christ, doubts concerning the Word 
of God; doubts like an insidious poison 
creeping in with subtle suggestion at first, 
then bold denial, to rob him of the most 
priceless possession he ever had —his faith 
in Jesus Christ. 

Don’t you let him do it, old fellow! 
Don’t you let anybody do it. They may 
sound smart and learned, but don’t you 
listen to them, Instead, take those doubts, 
if you have any, to the Lord Jesus; and he 
will surely give you back the clear and 
satisfying answer, the only answer your 
God-created and God-given heart craves 
—and to which it is entitled. Any doubt 
you may have has already been answered in 
your Bible. Go to that. Keep it close to 
you. It is a great doubt remover. God 
has promised the Holy Spirit to make it 
all plain to you, and God has never yet 
broken a contract. He never will. 

I don’t care what your business in life 
shall be, fellows, here’s one fact you may 
paste in your hat: you want to be clear- 
minded about Jesus Christ. Don’t take 
off on this great flight with your ship 
loaded with doubts; you'll never fly in the 
stratosphere where the going is swift and 
straight. And the Master Pilot is the only 
One who can get those barnacles off. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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But I know it is not the sense of his 
presence, it is the fact of His presence that 


is our strength and stay—Amy Carmichael. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











February 23. Things for Which We Stand. 
Gal. § : 22-26, 





Sunday, February 16 


How Far Should Authority Be Re- 
spected? (Rom. 13: 1-8) 





Mon.—Rebekah should have been dis- 
obeyed (Gen. 27 : 1-14). 

Tues.—Respect for authority (Tit. 3 : 1-8). 

Wed.—Freedom of conscience (Acts 4: 18- 


20). 

Thurs.—Submission, not servility (1 Pet. 
2: 11-17). 

Fri—Elijah defies Ahab (1 Kings 18: 17- 


20). 
Sat.—Submission in the church (1 Pet. 5: 
1-7). 











LTHOUGH we shall find there are 

many forms of authority, such as that 
of the state, of the home, of society, of the 
church, and the like, God’s Word makes 
it clear that there is one primal source of 
all authority. It is God. He it is who 
has formed the laws of life and of nature 
and laid down the basic principles under 
which men live together in society. 

God has in some cases delegated cer- 
tain authority to earthly rulers. Romans 
13:1 makes this clear when it says, “Let 
every soul be subject unto the higher 
powers. For there is no power but of 
God: the powers that be are ordained of 
God.” This does not mean that God nec- 
essarily approves of all that is done by . 
those to whom he has delegated authority. 
But they hold and exercise their authority 
by his permissive will, and are accountable 
to him, whether they recognize this fact 
or not. 

Likewise, in the matter of the home, 
God is the source of authority. It is he 
who has decreed, “Honour thy father and 
thy mother: that thy days may be long 
upon the land which the Lord thy God 
giveth thee” (Exod, 20:12). In the New 
Testament, he tells us, “Children, obey 
your parents in the Lord: for this is right” 
(Eph. 6:1). 


The need for authority will be evident, 
if we think seriously for a moment of 
what would take place if every one was 
a law to himself and knew no authority 
but his own. Life would be safe for no 
one. Without law and order society, after 
a few short years of terrorism, would de- 
stroy itself. Without law in the physical 
world, crops would not grow, rivers would 
not flow, the sun would not shine, and 
universes would be wrecked. 

It is civil law and authority that main- 
tain life and make it possible for us to 
live in comparative safety and with the 
largest possible amount of freedom. And 
in that measure in which we yield our- 
selves to God’s laws both of the natural 
and the spiritual world, do we grow in 
grace and enjoy all that he has for us. 

v 

Why, then, such a question as that sug- 

gested by our topic? Is any authority not 
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to be respected? The difficulty comes 
when authorities conflict. Although all 
authority is ordained by God and exists 
under his permissive will, those who exer- 
cise it do not always do so in complete 
conformity to his will. For instance, the 
state may not always enact laws that are 
in accord with God’s will. God does not 
immediately destroy the state on this ac- 
count. Sometimes under his wise provi- 
dence it is necessary for such a govern- 
ment to continue for many years. It be- 
comes then a question for those who live 
under the authority of that government 
as to how far the government’s authority 
should be obeyed. 

All members of society are not Chris- 
tians. Sometimes society exercises au- 
thority which is contrary to God’s laws, 
and it becomes necessary for members of 
such a social order to decide how far its 
authority must be respected. 

In the home, all parents are not Chris- 
tians, and may require of their children 
that which is contrary to God’s laws. Even 
Christian parents may make mistakes in 
the authority they exercise over their chil- 
dren, and the question arises as to how 
far children should respect the authority 
of such parents. 

In the church we may find misguided or 
mistaken men, who seek to exercise the 
authority of the church in directions con- 
trary to God’s will. How far are we to 
respect their authority? 

The teaching of God’s Word is simple 
and clear. We find there the general prin- 
ciples that will apply in each of these 
cases where authorities conflict. God’s 
authority is supreme. When Peter stood 
before the Sanhedrin, which was the eccle- 
siastical authority of his nation, and was 
forbidden to preach in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, Peter replied, “We cannot but 
speak the things which we have seen and 
heard” (Acts 4:20), and, “We ought to 
obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:20). 
Peter had been given his directions by 
God. Therefore the authority of the San- 
hedrin was not binding upon him. Yet in 
all other respects, where it did nog conflict 
with what God had definitely directed, 
Peter gladly submitted to the authority of 
the Sanhedrin. 

As young people it is important for us 
to realize that the authority of our par- 
ents, the authority of those in charge of 
our schools, the authority of the state in 
which we live, and the authority of the 
church of which we are a member is rec- 
ognized and. permitted by God. It is his 
plan that we should live subject to such 
authorities in all respects, except where 
they specifically conflict with his revealed 
will, as given to us in his Word. We may 
not always agree with the restrictions or 
requirements put upon us by such author- 
ities. But, if we are true followers of 
the Lord Jesus, we will live subject to 
such restrictions and requirements in every 
respect, except where we cannot consci- 
entiously do so, because we know God’s 
will is otherwise. 
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Hareem Learns That God 
Answers Prayer 
Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


«¢TF ONLY those locusts let our village 
alone this year we ought to have a 
good harvest.” 

Hareem, a little Persian boy living in 
the country, looked up at his father, who 
was a farmer. How greatly he hoped that 
those locusts would let their crops alone, 
since like most boys of his age, Hareem 
has a big appetite! 

As soon as breakfast was over his father 
went out to his fields and Hareem had‘ 
to go off to school. The morning was hot 
and breathless, and somehow he felt lazy, 
for his feet seemed glued to the ground as 
he trudged along the village street. The 
little white-washed schoolhouse to which 
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his father allowed him to go, because there 
was no other near by, had no attraction for 
Hareem today. 

Although he had heard a good deal about 
the Lord Jesus and in a way believed in 
him, still it had not made much difference 
in his life. His parents were quite indif- 
ferent to religion, though outwardly they 
were Mohammedans. There was no thought 
or worship of God in Hareem’s home, and 
that had helped to make him careless, too. 

This morning while the teacher was talk- 
ing, Hareem kept wondering if God really 
did answer prayer. “I would like to see 
if he does,” said Hareem. “Perhaps some- 
thing may happen today which will show 
me. I really want to be sure about it.” 

Thinking about this, it was only to be 
expected that Hareem answered stupidly at 
the arithmetic lesson. Indeed, it looked 
as if he would have to stay in at recess, © 
when luckily for him something happened! 
Suddenly voices came shouting in the street 
outside. 

“Shoof Al Jirod!” (“Look out, the lo- 
custs!”) and every one started yelling at 
the top of their voices. There were locusts 
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coming, sure enough, for Hareem could 
see a dozen at jeast in the bit of blue sky 
between the window frame and the, Per- 
sian lilac tree outside. 

Then the door burst open, and the min- 
ister walked hurriedly up to the teacher. 

“Can you spare these boys to come and 
help drive off the locusts from the church 
olive grove?” 

Hareem and his chum Jirius jumped up, 
anxious to go without waiting for permis- 
sion. However, it was given, of course, 
and so off they rushed. Every one tumbled 
out into the schoolyard to search for old 
tin cans and sticks, for the olive trees were 
very precious for their fruit. 

The boys could hardly get out of the 
village fast enough, banging their cans with 
their sticks like drums, and each one try- 
ing to make the most noise. The way to 
drive away locusts is by a great noise, 
so Hareem did his best to make more than 
his neighbor. Past the threshing floors 
they went, where the newly harvested corn 
lay in great heaps awaiting the threshing 
sledges. Away down a lane of cactus hedges 
the boys trooped, and when they got in 
among the olive trees the locusts rose in 
dense clouds in front. There were locusts 
everywhere. Millions and millions of them 
with their yellowish wings shining in the 
brilliant sunshine. In many places the 
ground looked a bright golden color with 
them, and there was a sound of little move- 
ments among the dry grass. The locust 
army was stirring or settling down and the 
air was full of the strange swishing, whis- 
tling sound of their wings. 

Plump came a big locust right on Ha- 
reem’s fez cap, and it hit itself so hard that 





Invest in Boys 


Many parents, eager to send their boys 
to Stony Brook, have been unable to meet 
the tuition rate. The school has felt that 
it could not refuse to accept many of these 
boys— it believed that the friends of Chris- 
tian education would provide scholarship 
funds to help educate worthy boys. 

One Mother Writes 

Listen to what one mother whose boys 
attended the school wrote last June, ‘‘I 
wish I could send a substantial gift to Stony 
Brook, but as I can't I am sending the little 
I can with a prayerthat Stony Brook may 
continue to be a blessing. I can't ever be 
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he was able to catch it. A fierce, dragon- 
looking creature, it was like a giant grass- 
hopper dressed in yellow armor. It was 
more than three inches long, and had beau- 
tiful transparent wings with a network of 
veins and a pattern of brown spots all over 
them, 

Bang! Bang! went all the cans at once, 
as the boys tried to drive the locusts down 
wind, out of the olive grove. It was no 
easy task, and the boys found the enemy 
giving them a very hard time. 

Suddenly Hareem thought about asking 
God for help—here was a chance to see 
whether he would answer prayer. 

“See,” he said to Jirius, “the hot wind is 
bringing more and more locusts. If they 
settle on the olives, the fruit is just form- 
ing and the whole crop will be destroyed.” 

“They are like an army of Arab raiders,” 
said Jirius, “just sweeping all before them. 
We cannot drive them away, they are too 
many for us.” 

“Jirius, let us pray to God to spare our 
crops, for if the corn, vines, and olives are 
attacked we shall all starve this winter. 
You know the teacher always tells us that 
God can do wonderful things if we ask 
him.” So the boys stood and prayed to- 
gether; indeed, they were all tired” and 
breathless now. They felt the locusts had 
beaten them and all their efforts had been 
in vain. But almost immediately the wind 
changed and a strong current of air from 
the west blew the army of raiders in an- 
other direction. The village crops were 
saved in the nick of time. 

Hareem went home, strangely thrilled 
and rejoicing. He now knew that God 
did hear and answer prayer. He felt he 
must tell his father even though he was 
ridiculed. 

“My Father,” he said, “the wind that so 
suddenly blew away the locusts came from 
God. I asked him to save our crops and 
he heard and answered me.” 

His father gazed at his son, but he 
neither mocked nor abused him. Hareem 
felt that was perhaps a greater answer to 
prayer than the driving away of the lo- 
custs. 

From that time on Hareem’s great desire 
was to win his parents to believe and wor- 
ship his Saviour, and at last he had this 
great joy. 

WortTHING, Sussex, ENG. 


2 
Good News of a 


Recent Prayer Conference 


OD’S blessing was very evident upon 

the Buffalo Area Prayer Conference 
which was held in the Trinity Methodist 
Church, Buffalo, N. Y., December 8-16. 
A call was issued to western New York 
Christians, urging them to seek by prayer, 
confession, and consecration the renewal 
of the spiritual life of the Church in this 
hour of crucial need. It stressed the fact 
that the deepening and revitalizing of our 
own individual lives was an inestimable 
and paramount responsibility. It empha- 
sized the fact that the supernatural power 
of the risen Lord manifested in the Great 
Awakening and other revival movements 
was required everywhere again if minis- 
ters, missionaries, Christian workers and 
the generality of Church members were to 
be effective witnesses for Christ. These 
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needs the conference altogether kept in 
view. 

The conference speakers were Ernest 
M. Wadsworth, the Director of the Great 
Commission Prayer League, Dr. and Mrs. 
Goforth of China, and Irwin H. Linton, 
noted Christian lawyer of Washington, 
D. C. As workers together, actuated by 
the impelling motive of seeking the true 
welfare of the whole Church of Christ and 
his honor and glory by precept and prac- 
tice, they emphasized the conference text: 
“Not by might, nor by power, but by my 
spirit, saith the Lord.” Mr. Wadsworth’s 
addresses had to do with the general themes 
of “The Christian Life” and “Christian 
Prayer.” Dr. and Mrs. Goforth spoke 
on the “Christian Church and Revival,” 
showing the intensive spiritual preparation 
required, the ministry of the Spirit neces- 
sitated, the obligatory repentance and con- 
fession, and the indispensable factors in 
an unusual work of God. Mr. Linton’s 
messages had to do with faith and its 
security. God mightily used him in. his 
addresses on “The Difficulties of Belief and 
Unbelief,” “Short Steps to Certainty,” and 
the “Deity of Christ.” 

Many difficulties were met with in the 
course of the conference, difficulties which 
had to be overcome by prayer and by the 
working of the Spirit of God during the 
days of conference. 

The attendance increased despite increas- 
ingly unfavorable weather conditions. 
There was a general lament that the meet- 
ings had to close at the end of the ninth 
day. On that day approximately eighty 
ministers came together at ten-thirty in 
the morning, remaining until 5 P. M. to 
hear the conference speakers and to give 
themselves to prayer. It is the opinion of 
many that that day of prayer will not 
only always be remembered as a day of 
special spiritual uplift, but will bear fruit- 
age in remarkable results in many churches. 

One of the by-products of the confer- 
ence is that a movement which has for 
its goal twenty-six million youth in our 
universities, colleges, and high schools 
throughout America was greatly stimulated 
and came into actuality in private con- 
ferences with Mr. Linton and others. 
Moreover, the basic Scriptural principles 
for a larger work of prayer conference 
ministry were decided upon after prayer 
and conference with the Goforths and Mr. 
Linton. 

Thus, in spite of the difficulties in the 
way of the Buffalo Conference, God's 
gracious blessing was not wanting. The 
leaders left the conference with joy of 
heart, but also with a deep abiding sense 
of the reality of that conflict in the heaven- 
lies which must be met upon one’s knees 
at the Throne of Grace, for if God wants 
a thing to be done, certainly the Devil 
will oppose it. 

Mr. Wadsworth, who writes “For Fam- 
ily Worship” each week in the Times, will 
appreciate the prayers of Times readers 
for succeeding conferences. 


And now, roll the burden of cares of thy 
life’s way upon the Lord. Cause it to go, 
the Hebrew says; a push will do it. Cast 
thy care, hurl it—so the word is there. 
Hurl it with a forceful act of will: it is 
not enough to think of doing it. Do it— 
Amy Carmichael. 

















Lesson for February 16 





For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


February 10 to 16 

Mon.—Luke 7 : 19-28. 
Jesus Answers a Doubter. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “In that same 
hour he cured many.” Our Lord gave 
ample, infallible proofs of his Messiahship. 
The embers of John’s faith were thus fan- 
ned into a flame. Our. Lord always en- 
courages little faith, The strong support 
of his Word and works keep the soul 


‘from fainting in a day of adversity. Pray 


for Dr. and Mrs, Jonathan A. Goforth of 
Manchuria, now residing at 47 St. James 
Avenue, Toronto, Can. 


Tues.—John 20 : 24-29. Believing Without Seeing. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Blessed are they 
that have not seen, and yet have believed.” 
Faith in God in the dark is brightest and 
best. Believe before you see and you will 
give God great pleasure. Thomas believed 
after manifestation; Mary before fulfill- 
ment. “Blessed is she that believed: for 
there shall be a performance of those things 
which were told her from the Lord” (Luke 
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1:45). Dare to believe the word of the 
Lord: Launch out on the promises and 
say: “I believe God, that it shall be 
even ‘as it was told me” (Acts 27:25). 
Pray for missionaries on far-flung mission 
fields. 


Wed.—John 14: 1-9. When God Is Doubted. 


Prayer SuGcestions: “Believe also in 
me.” He that is of God believes the Son 
as the Father. Thoroughgoing faith holds 
the faithfulness of both the Father and the 
Son. The paramount question is, Dost 
thou believe on the Son of God? He that 
hath not the Son hath not the Father. 
“Whoso denieth the Son, the same hath 
not the Father: [but] he that acknowl- 
edgeth the Son hath the Father also.” 
God is doubted whenever Christ is doubted. 
Pray for wide distribution of the Lotha 
translation of the Scriptures (Assam, In- 
dia). 


Thurs.—Matthew 7 : 7-12. 
When Love is Doubted. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “How much more 
shall your Father which is in heaven give 
good things to them that ask him?” Never 
doubt. God’s love and care. Parents fail; 
but God never. Tokens of his unfailing, 
unchangeable love are fresh every morning 
and faithful every evening. Nearly all 
hindrances are on our side. Full-orbed 
prayer includes asking, seeking, knocking. 
Prayer that meets God’s conditions always 
brings into operation the law of spiritual 
cause and effect. Pray for a prayer life 
that will be a continued, unbroken exer- 
cise. 


Fri.—Matthew 9 : 1-7. 
When Forgiveness is Doubted. 
Prayer SUGGESTIONS: Many testify to 
the influence of Christ who doubt his deity 
and his faithful Word. Christ is God. 
The dilemma into which the one who doubts 
Christ’s deity comes is either atheism or 
Judaism. Boldly make the apostolic con- 
fession: “Through this man is preached 
unto you the forgiveness of sins” (Acts 
13:38). Christ is either our salvation or 
condemnation. Pray for all mission hos- 
pital doctors and nurses. 


Sat.—1 John 5:1-12. Overcoming Doubt. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Who is he that 
overcometh the world, but he that believeth 
that Jesus is the Son of God?” Have un- 
equivocal faith in Christ as God. This is 
the faith that can overcome the world. 
All who hold Unitarian views are still un- 
der. the power of the world; but those who 
acknowledge and honor Christ’s deity are 
triumphant. Dost thou believe on the Son 
of God? Pray for all consecrated Chinese 
laymen. 


Sun.—Isaiah 35 : 5-10. God in His World. 
Prayer SucaceEstions: “Your God will 
come :. . . he will come and save you.” 
Thus spake Isaiah when he saw our Lord’s 
glory (John 12:41). He who made the 
world was in the world, and the world 
knew him not. They knew not the Lord 
of glory. Blessed are the eyes that see 
deity through the humanity of Jesus Christ 
our Lord! “As many as received him, to 
them gave he power to become the sons 
of God, even to them that believe on his 
name” (John 1:12). With Thomas, let 
us confess Him: “My Lord, and my God.” 
Pray for all West China missionaries. 
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